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Marry Me Tampa Bay editor, Anna Coats, created Marry Me Tampa Bay in 2012 to showcase the area's best local weddings and vendors. She has been featured as a wedding expert on the national talkshow Daytime, Fox13, ABC Action News, Great Day Tampa Bay, and Bay News 9 (now Spectrum).
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THE VAULT
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HYATT REGENCY CLEARWATER BEACH
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DEWITT FOR LOVE
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UNIQUE WEDDINGS & EVENTS
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BENEVA
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MICHELE RENEE THE STUDIO
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GRAINGERTAINMENT
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ISLA DEL SOL YACHT & COUNTRY CLUB
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MILL POND ESTATE
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LEGACY LANE WEDDINGS
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EVOKE PHOTO AND FILM
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IYRUS WEDDINGS
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GULF BEACH WEDDINGS
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WILDER MIND EVENTS
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SWEETLY DIPPED CONFECTIONS
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A CHAIR AFFAIR
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SAVE THE DATE FLORIDA
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  Walking out of our reception nine years ago, I nev  [image: Walking out of our reception nine years ago, I never imagined that my journey would lead me back to the heart of the wedding world in such an unexpected way. Now, as the 𝗖𝗿𝗲𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘃𝗲 𝗗𝗶𝗿𝗲𝗰𝘁𝗼𝗿 𝗮𝘁 𝗠𝗮𝗿𝗿𝘆 𝗠𝗲 𝗧𝗮𝗺𝗽𝗮 𝗕𝗮𝘆, it’s surreal to think about how this very publication once guided me through the maze of wedding planning.  As I reflect on my journey down the aisle, I’m struck by how much has changed and yet how certain lessons still ring true. Here is one bit of “big sis” wedding wisdom that has stood the test of time:  Choosing Pi Day (3.14) for our wedding felt like a stroke of genius - a quirky, memorable date that seemed to perfectly encapsulate our love story. However, what I failed to anticipate was the frenzy surrounding popular wedding dates. It’s like suddenly, every vendor and venue is booked solid, and you find yourself competing for their attention and resources.   In hindsight, I realized that not hiring a wedding planner was a misstep. Planning an event of that size without a dedicated professional was like jeopardizing the entire investment. Sure, the end result was a stunning wedding gallery, but behind the scenes, it was a bit of a whirlwind.   Thankfully, I invested in quality vendors who knew what to do and when to do it! While budget options may seem tempting, the risk of overpromising and underdelivering is too great. Trust me, on your wedding day, there are no do-overs.  Finding Marry Me Tampa Bay was a game-changer for me. Amidst the chaos of planning, this publication became my resource for inspiration and practical advice. It’s funny how life comes full circle, isn’t it? To now be a part of the very publication that once guided me feels like fate’s gentle nudge in the right direction.  So here’s to nine years of marriage and to many more lessons learned along the way. May our experiences serve as a guiding light for those on their own journey to “I do.” Remember, it’s not just about the perfect day but about the imperfect, beautiful journey that follows.   Cheers! @wooitup]
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  “I wanted a venue that was secluded for a more i    [image: “I wanted a venue that was secluded for a more intimate feeling and that had ‘old southern charm’ without having to travel out of state.   We chose @concessionwed because of how exquisite and beautiful the architecture of the country club was. It is also extremely quiet and secluded, which just makes it all the more magical.   The Concession Golf Club had on-site housing for the bridal party, which was a major plus as well. For this venue being new to the wedding world, they did an amazing job of making our dream wedding become a reality.” -@alison_price_mckay  Venue: @concessionwed Planner: @partiesalacarte Florist: @brucewaynefloralsfl #mmtbwedpro #marrymetampabay  Bride: @alison_price_mckay | Groom: @brendan_mckay33 | Photographer: @abbot | Videographer: @lifes_highlights | Rentals: @treasuryrentals  . . .  #sarasotawedding #sarasotaweddingvenue #sarasotaweddingplanner #sarasotaweddingflorist]
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  Why rent a venue for a few hours when you have it   [image: Why rent a venue for a few hours when you have it for the entire weekend?  . . .  #tampabayweddings #floridaweddingvenue #visittampabay #visitstpeteclearwater #weddingvenuesearch #tampaweddingvenue #marrymetampabay #mmtbwedpro]
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  “Choosing The Don Cesar as my wedding venue had     [image: “Choosing The Don Cesar as my wedding venue had a sentimental value to it. My family and I have vacationed there since I was a little kid, so I have many fond memories of the resort. It made it that much more special to have my wedding there.   I wanted a venue that was at the beach but had a ceremony space that wasn’t directly on the beach. The Don CeSar really had everything I wanted for my guests. They stayed at the property and didn’t have to be transported anywhere throughout the weekend, which made everything much more convenient.   The Don Cesar wedding experience altogether was great! I received many sweet compliments from guests on how much they enjoyed the wedding weekend. We cannot wait to visit for our one-year anniversary and create family memories of our own!” -@Marissa_Lapshin  Comment “pink” to learn more info about weddings at the Don and how to receive a complimentary menu tasting.  Venue: @thedoncesarhotel Photographer: @lifelongphotographystudio #mmtbwedpro #marrymetampabay  Planner + Florist: @pixies_and_petals | Videographer: @thewildsoulfilmsandphoto | Live Music: @sunsetstringsmusic | Dress Boutique: @lovebridalboutique | Bridesmaids Dresses: @lulus | Hair + Makeup: @studiobride  . . . #stpeteweddingvenue #stpetewedding #tampawedding #tampaweddingvenue ##doncesarwedding #doncesar]
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  And when you do they’re worth their weight in go  [image: And when you do they’re worth their weight in gold ✨  “We looked for someone who could help us feel comfortable and confident and take us out of our comfort zone, as neither of us takes photos with a photographer often. We also wanted someone who was able to do videography with a drone as well. Sabrina Autumn Photography was amazing!  They made us feel comfortable and confident and knew just what to do and say to get us out of our comfort zone. Sabrina made us laugh, dance, and strike poses that made us feel on top of the world. We felt as if no one was watching, and it was just us alone having the best time ever. We truly had so much fun doing the shoot with her.   Sabrina and her husband are a great team. Together, they collaborate to capture every moment, big or small. Her social media captures great photos and examples of what she’s capable of. Her photos are natural, not staged. You can tell she does a great job helping other clients also feel at ease and enjoy the experience!”  Photographer: @sabrinaautumnphotography #mmtbwedpro #marrymetampabay  Bride: @K_belvedere | Venue: @everafterfarmsweddings | Planner: @embellishedweddingandevents | Florist: @hamiltonsflorist | Dress Boutique: @theperfectdresssarasotaflorida | Hair + Makeup: @destinyandlighthairandmakeup  #tampawedding #tampaweddingphotographer]
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